
BEST OF SHOW — $2,500 

Total show prize money over $6,500 

KEY DATES 
Deadline for Slide Entries: October 15, 2011 
Deadline for Digital Entries: November 1, 2011 

Notification to Artists: Late December 

Receiving Dates: January 26-28 

Awards Reception: February 9 

Exhibition Dates: February 4 – March 11 

Removal Dates: March 12-14 

CALL FOR ARTISTS 

Historic Punta Gorda, Florida 
February 4 to March 11, 2012 

Juried by  

DEAN MITCHELL, AWS, NWS 

One of the nation’s most prestigious juried 
exhibitions of traditional two-dimensional 

media, this show is produced every other year  
to benefit the programs and artists of the 

Charlotte County Art Guild,  
a non-profit league since 1961.  

The show dates coincide with the greatest 
seasonal population. Punta Gorda is 

geographically centered in the large affluent,  
art-buying cognoscenti of Sarasota,  

Naples and Fort Myers. 

VISUAL ARTS CENTER 
210 Maud Street 

Punta Gorda, FL 33950 

941-639-8810 

www.VisualArtCenter.org 

8
TH

 BIENNIAL  

NATIONAL ART EXHIBITION 

Symposiums on various art topics will be 
offered in February 2012.  

Check our website for updates. 

The striking Visual Arts Center,  
in the heart of Punta Gorda,  

is located along the beautiful 
Charlotte Harbor.  

Our 1,000-member organization 
has enhanced the lives of thousands in our area with classes, workshops, lectures, art collecting 

seminars, an outstanding Gift Shop, weekly life and portrait studios, an art library with over 4000 
volumes, demonstrations, and a successful annual outdoor festival. 

The Chambered Nautilus has been the exhibit emblem since its 
inception in 1998, though its appearance changes every year. 



The Jurist for the 8th Biennial  
National Art Exhibition 
Dean Mitchell is considered one of America's greatest 
watercolorists and exhibits in the nation’s most prestigious 
museum invitationals including the Prix de West in Oklahoma 
City and the Autry National Center’s Masters of the American 
West. His art can be found in corporate and museum collections 
across the country, including the Library of Congress. Mitchell is 
well known for his figurative works, landscapes and still lifes.  In 
addition to watercolors, he is accomplished in other mediums, 
including egg temperas, oils and pastels.   

Born in Pittsburgh in 1957, he grew up in Quincy, Florida, and is a 
graduate of the Columbus College of Art & Design in Columbus, 
Ohio. After Mitchell’s inclusion in a 2002 exhibit in Harlem, New 

York Times art critic Michael Kimmelman was inspired to write that “Mr. Mitchell is a virtual 
modern-day Vermeer of ordinary black people given dignity through the eloquence of his 
concentration and touch.” Mitchell was named a “Best Bet” for collectors in ARTnews magazine. 
He created portraits of Charlie Parker, Charles Mingus, John Coltrane and three others for the 
U.S. Postal Service Jazz Musicians stamp series. His life is the subject of an illustrated children’s 
book titled, “Against All Odds: Artist Dean Mitchell’s Story.” 

Mitchell has been featured in numerous publications, including the New York Times, Christian 
Science Monitor, American Artist, Artist Magazine, Fine Art International and Art News. He has 
received the American Watercolor Society Gold Medal, Allied Artist of American Gold Medal in 
Watercolor and Oil, Thomas Moran Award from the Salmagundi Club in New York, Remington 
Professional League, and for three years in a row the Best in Show Award from the Mississippi 
Watercolor Society Grand National Competition.  In 2004 and 2007, he received the Autry 
National Center Award for Watercolor at the Masters of the American West Fine Art Exhibition 
and sale.  Mitchell is a member of several professional societies, including the American 
Watercolor Society and the National Watercolor Society.  

CALENDAR 

2011 
October 15 Deadline to receive slide entries 

November 1 Deadline to receive digital entries 

Late December Notification to artists begins BY E-MAIL 

2012 
January 26-28 Receiving for accepted shipped work and hand-delivered work, 10am-3pm 

February 4 Exhibit opens to the public 

February 9 “Toast the Winners” Champagne Reception, 7-9pm  

March 11 Last day of Exhibition 

March 12-14 Pick up hand-delivered work, 10am-3pm; return shipping begins 



ELIGIBILITY  
This exhibition is limited to two-dimensional 
paintings and drawings in oil, watercolor, 
pastel, acrylic, charcoal, colored pencil, graphite 
or a combination thereof (including collage) 
executed in the LAST TWO YEARS. Computer 
generated art and photography are not eligible.  

Only original works may be submitted—this 
means that the subject of the entry must be a 
concept entirely developed by the submitting 
artist and executed by their own hand. 
Duplications of another’s art, whether by 
machine or paint, is considered copyright 
infringement and will not be accepted. Any 
found to be a duplication will be removed and 
any awards revoked. Reproductions or giclées 
of your work are not eligible. 

Artist must be at least 18 years of age. 

There are no size restrictions, however, work 
must not weigh more than sixty (60) pounds. 

FRAMING 
Paintings must be suitably framed with wood, 
metal or plastic and be well reinforced. Screw 
eyes and wire must be used. NO GLASSɀ
PLEXIGLAS ONLY. Gallery  wrap canvas 
acceptable; canvas with stapled edges exposed 
is NOT acceptable. 

ENTRY 
You may submit up to three (3) entries for 
jurying. Entries by SLIDE must be received on or 
before October 15; and DIGITAL entries must be 
received on or before November 1  in order to  
be considered. Completed Entry Form and non-
refundable fee must accompany submission. 
Fee may be paid by check, VISA or MasterCard. 

The VAC reserves the right to return work that 
does not meet specifications. No work may be 
withdrawn before the close of the exhibition.  

ENTRY PROCEDURE  

Entry may be in the form of either digital files 
or slides. No entries or applications will be 
accepted by e-mail. Digital files must be 5MB 
or less, JPEG format with 300 dpi minimum 
format on either Windows formatted CD or 
flash drive. Slides must be 35mm color in a 
2x2" mount; no glass slides and no tape or 
attached labels. There is a $5 additional charge 
for processing slides. 

ACCEPTED WORK 
All entries will receive notification of juried 
results by e-mail in late December. Artists 
whose work is accepted into the jurying 
process will then receive instructions for 
shipping and delivery. Any work that differs 
from accepted entries will be disqualified 
upon receipt.  

CONDITION OF SALES 
All artwork must be for sale. Sales will be 
encouraged and work will be sold at the price 
originally stated by the artist on the Entry 
Form. There will be a 30% commission on all 
sales.  

PUBLICITY 
All entering artists agree to allow the VAC to 
use their artwork in advertising, in press 
releases, on our website, and in any other 
promotional opportunities. Care will be taken 
to give each artist and work proper credit. 

QUESTIONS? 
Please contact the Visual Arts Center at  
941-639-8810, NAE2012VAC@yahoo.com or  
visit www.VisualArtCenter.org. 

210 Maud Street È Punta Gorda, FL 33950 
www.VisualArtCenter.org 
across from Fishermen’s Village 



SLIDE INSTRUCTIONS 
Æ Clearly label front of slide with artist last name, entry 

number and title of work. Also indicate top. 

Æ There will be an additional fee for processing slides. 

Æ Be sure to include SASE if you would like slides returned. 

DIGITAL INSTRUCTIONS 
Æ Clearly label CD or flash drive with your full name. 

Æ Files must be saved with filename containing artist last 
name, entry number and title of work. You may abbreviate 
title if needed. Do not use symbols (!@#&*+) in filename. 

Æ Be sure to indicate if you would like media returned and 
include SASE with proper postage. Flash drives not 
returned to artist will be donated to local schools. 

FEES AND PAYMENT 

First Entry  $ 25 

Additional Entries  $ 15 each 
(maximum of 3)    

Slide Processing  $ 5   

TOTAL  $ _______  

Æ Check (payable to Visual Arts Center)  

Æ Credit Card:  Æ VISA  Æ MasterCard 

Name (as it appears on the credit card) 

Credit Card Number Expiration Date 

ENTRY FORM 
Entry in this show constitutes the artist’s liability. The Visual Arts Center will not be liable for work on exhibit or work 
in transit to or from the VAC. You may wish to consult with your insurance agent as to coverage of personal property 
outside your studio/home. The submitted work is original. I understand that any entry found to be ineligible (as 
defined under Eligibility) will be excluded from the show and any awards revoked.  

PLEASE PRINT ALL INFORMATION: 

Last First Day Phone Number 

Street Address City State Zip 

E-mail (Required for Notification) 

1. Title of Work  Medium Asking Price 

2. Title of Work  Medium Asking Price 

3. Title of Work  Medium Asking Price 
 

Image submission format: Æ Slide Æ Digital CD or Flash Drive Æ YES, please return (include SASE) 

Signature of Artist  Date 
 

Mail completed Entry Form, fees and entry submission to: Visual Arts Center, ATTN: NAE, 210 Maud Street, Punta 
Gorda, FL 33950. You will be notified via e-mail to verify receipt of your entry.  

OFFICE USE  
ONLY 

Fee Received: 

Æ Check     

Æ Credit Card 

AWARDS 

Best of Show  $2,500.00 

Second Prize  $1,500.00 

Third Prize  $750.00 

Bowles Award for Portrait Excellence  $750.00 

Additional monetary awards for excellence and merit will be selected from accepted works  
and will be given at the discretion of the judge. Total prize money will be in excess of $6,500. 


