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IRS  CONSIDERATIONS FOR END OF 

YEAR CONTRIBUTIONS 

Basic IRS regulations regarding charitable deductions 

include the following:  

 Under current IRS regulations, only donors who 

itemize may take a charitable deduction. 

 For gifts of cash, the donor may take a charitable 

income tax deduction up to 50 percent of adjusted 

gross income and excess deductions may be carried 

over for up to five years. 

 For gifts of other property (not cash), donors may claim 

a charitable income tax deduction equal to fair market 

value up to 30 percent of adjusted gross income and 

excess deductions may be carried over for up to five 

years. 

 Gifts of real estate and certain non-marketable 

securities over $5,000 must be appraised to 

determine fair market value for tax deduction 

purposes. 

 Generally, gifts of tangible personal property (autos, 

artwork, etc.) over $5,000 must be appraised to 

determine fair market value. 

A charitable gift is considered to be a voluntary gift of 

cash or other property to, or for the use of, a qualified 

organization. A donor cannot claim a tax deduction for any 

contribution of cash, a check or other monetary gift unless 

the donor maintains a record of the contribution in the form 

of either a bank record (such as a cancelled check) or a 

written communication from the charity (such as a receipt 

or letter) showing the name of the charity, the date of the 

contribution, and the amount of the contribution. While all 

contributions must be substantiated, contributions of $250 

or more require a written receipt from the charity — a 

canceled check or other reliable records are not sufficient 

proof. The written acknowledgment must also contain a 

statement of whether or not the donee organization 

provided any goods or services in consideration for any of 

the cash or other property transferred to the donee 

organization. 

Ooh La La! IT HAS BEGUN! 
The 6th Annual Fine Arts Festival began with a special 

preview for VAC members and their guests on Friday, 

October 9 and then opened to the general public on 

Saturday, October 10 when the Festival theme painting was 

unveiled outside the VAC to the delight of all present.  

Oversized “Lautrec” paintings, created by VAC artists, are 

on display throughout the building and up for bid in the 

silent auction now through November 21. Pictured below 

are the artists with Festival chairs, Tom & Carolyn Hamilton. 

Mark your calendar for these activities, designed to 

celebrate the artist Henri de Toulouse-Lautrec: 

 October 27, 6pm ~ L’Art de la Cuisine gourmet 

cooking class at Pies & Plates. Tickets ($35) are 

required, and space is limited, so call or stop by the 

VAC to get yours before they are all gone!  

 November 1, 2pm ~ Free viewing of the 1952 Film 

“Moulin Rouge” starring Jose Ferrer. 

 November 12, 10am ~ Fabulous workshop Monotype: 

Lautrec (see more information inside) by Barbara Albin. 

38th Annual Florida Watercolor Society Show  
on exhibit through October 27 

Harvest of Art … November 2 – December 3 

Receiving: Friday, October 30, 9am-12noon 

Reception: Thursday, November 5, 7pm 

Check PROSPECTUS on website for complete information 

Faces & Figures … December 7 – 30 

Receiving: Friday, December 4, 8-11am 

Reception: Thursday, December 10, 7pm 

Check PROSPECTUS on website for complete information 

On EXHIBIT here 

INTERESTED IN HELPING WITH 
THE FINE ARTS FESTIVAL? 
Sign up to bake desserts (recipes provided). 

Donate an hour of your time at the party (the 5  
all-night positions with free tickets have been filled!)  

to help with a special, fun task. Contact Carolyn 
Hamilton (carolynhamilton2@comcast.net) if interested. 

continued on inside 



welcome new members 
Renaye Braddy, Shirley Campbell,  

Bill Cassa, Elizabeth Chapman, Alice 

Chapman, Elaine Cronin, Beth Hornick, 

Peggy Howchinisin, Robert & Rhoda Ives, 

Nancy & Steve Johnson, Dave Nations, 

Ron & Barbra Ostergren, Richard & Gail 

Ouimet, Thomas Poole, Evelyn Ruff, 

Renate Ruter, Dorrit Tompkins, Louise 

Tremblay, Maria Von Arzigen 

thanks for joining us! 

Volunteers are the backbone of the VAC. We are elated to have 

these friendly new faces in the gift shop: Sheree Wolfinger, Maggie Stew-

art, Anne Tuttle, Joan Balmer, Petra Fields, Deborah Joshua and Brenda 

Berdnik. We also welcome back Kathy Winkler, Patti Foreman, Barbara Muir, 

Judy Quest and Martha Aurelio. 

We welcome watercolorist Janet Dutton with her amazing and sometimes 

whimsical giclees to our shop. Janet’s work is very recognizable—the  

originals have won numerous awards here, and she is participating in the 

member/artist show in Goff Gallery beginning October 31st. 

Don’t forget the Holiday Gift Spectacular on November 14th (10am-

3pm) … come early and stay late. There will be so many unusual items for 

sale by our local artists. 

VAC gift shop 

 VAC Officers 

   Denise Henry, President 

    Thalia St. Lewis, Secretary 

    Therese Zeman, Treasurer  

  Patt Bacon, Director  

  Bruce Bagge, Director 

    Bob Crispin, Director 

    Tom Hamilton, Director 

  Howard Hartke, Director 

 VAC Endowment Trust 

    Ingrid Carroll, President 

    Dorothy Strunk, Vice Pres/Secretary 

    Ron Olsen, Treasurer 

    Trustees: 

  Jane Brenner Rebecca Durig 

  Guy Emerich Susan Krasny 

  James Lawson Robert Peterson 

  Constance Robison Roseann Samson 

 VAC Staff 

  Eileen Banis, Gift Shop Manager 

  Jack Vartanian, Facilities Supervisor 

  Shelley Cunningham, Bookkeeper 

  Debbie Fread, Communications 

  Michele Valencourt, Exec. Director 

Your comments, suggestions, story ideas, and 

news about members are welcomed. 

Please submit articles by the 15th  

of the month to Debbie Fread at: 

VACcommunications@yahoo.com. 

 November 17, 4:30pm ~ Toulouse-Lautrec: A Bohemian Life in the 

Belle Epoch lecture by Judith Levine ($10). 

Congratulations to Mona Geimer of 

Port Charlotte, winner of 2 FREE tickets 

to the “Perfect Paris Night” Party at the 

October 15th Gallery Walk in 

downtown Punta Gorda. Several 

hundred folks stopped by the VAC 

photo spot to have their pictures taken 

with the Lautrec painting and the lovely 

VAC can-can girls (at right). 

To celebrate the conclusion of the 

Fine Arts Festival, we will “party like Lautrec” on Saturday, November 21st. 

This “Perfect Paris Night” party will feature dancing music by Sammy J and 

the Guys, gourmet French food by Cheffy with delicious desserts by VAC 

members, Chanteuse Madame Jourdan, the Charlotte Symphony Jazz 

Quartet, French-themed performance art, Can-Can dancers and a silent 

auctions. Tickets are available NOW ($45 + tax) at the VAC. Please support 

the VAC by participating in these events. For complete Fine Arts Festival 

information, please visit our website (www.visualartcenter.org).  

Peggy Egli has returned form her teaching adventure in 

Italy. Check out the story, with photos, on the display near 

the restrooms. 

Ron Sanders’ “Exuberant Blooms” oil painting (at right) 

will be on display in the 2009 OPA Eastern Regional Show 

at The Corse Gallery in Jacksonville, FL from November 20 

through December 23.  

     Karol Wyckoff’s painting was accepted into the 

International Maritime Exhibition at the Mystic 

Seaport Museum in Mystic, CT. There were 500+ 

entries and only 126 accepted into the show. 

Congratulations to Karol for her inclusion among 

famous marine artists from the US and around the 

world! 

Attention VAC Member Artists: Please send news about your shows, 

awards, etc., to VACcommunications@yahoo.com so we can share your good 

news in future newsletters.  

artist news 

“OOH LA LA” from page 1 

In Memoriam 
    It is with deep sadness that we note the 
passing of VAC member Rita Aach, one of 
our longest-serving volunteers. Her family 
requests any donations be made to the  
VAC Endowment Trust or the PG Historic 

Society. We will miss her dedication. 

    We also report the loss of another 
volunteer, Beverly Burke, who was a 

gracious and helpful front desk worker.  
Her family requests donations be made  

to Tidewell Hospice. 

    We will have a minute of silence at the 
Harvest of Art Reception, November 5 at 

7pm, in memory of these and other 
dedicated volunteers we have lost recently. 



“IRS CONSIDERATIONS” from page 1 

The Florida Watercolor Society Show continues through 

the end of the month when a new exhibit will open in the 

Goff. “Expressions in Art” will showcase a variety of 

techniques and mediums such as watercolor, pastel, acrylic 

and oils by member/artists Sylvia Plutter-Daniels, Janet 

Mach Dutton, Fran Hines, and Michael Vires. The exhibit 

can be viewed October 31 through November  28. 

GOFF gallery 

The VAC Plein Air Artists really never took a break during 

the summer … what a dedicated bunch of true artists! But 

now that the official season has started, and with the 

upcoming ARTSENSATION ’09 Plein Air Competition (on 

November 21 with a $500 first prize!), we are even more 

inspired than ever. We want to encourage all VAC members 

to join us; we learn something new every day and always 

have fun! 

Check out the October schedule on the website  

(http://vacpleinair.webs.com/) along with information 

about upcoming events, plus you can join the site and post 

on our blog.  

If you have any questions or location suggestions, please 

contact Clare Harvey (clareharveyart@hotmail.com). 

plein air painters 

Monotype: Toulouse -Lautrec  
A PrintA Print --Making Workshop Making Workshop   

using Watercolorusing Watercolor  

Thursday, November 12Thursday, November 12   
1010amam --3pm3pm   

Barbara Albin , a well known 
award -winning Sea Grape Gallery 

artist and VAC instructor, will 
teach participants how to create 
simple prints from Lautrec masterpieces using 
watercolor. No skills or experience necessary. 
All supplies are included but bring your own 

watercolor brushes, if you like,  
and a brown -bag lunch .  

Cost: $50/members & $65/ non -members  
(maximum  20 students)  

ART  4 SALE 

Wednesday, November 11Wednesday, November 11   
6:306:30 --9:30pm9:30pm   

Successful artist and Visual Arts Center 
instructor, Alberto Cruz , will present  

a workshop on every artist õs concern:   
How to Sell Your Artwork.   

You will have access to this valuable  
information for what it would cost  

to buy a canvas!          

Cost: $45 /members & $55/ non -members  

Example: Contribution of multiple gifts of less than 

$250.  

During the year, Joan gave $100 per month to the Visual 

Arts Center by check. Each $100 gift is considered a 

separate donation. Therefore, the gifts can be 

substantiated by canceled checks or receipts from the 

charity showing the donee name, date, and amount of each 

contribution. A written acknowledgment from the charity is 

not required even though the total amount given for the 

year is $1,200. 

If you donate property valued at more than $500, 

additional requirements apply. 

Through 2009 taxpayers age 70½ or older can now 

contribute up to $100,000 directly from an IRA to a charity 

without paying tax on the money. This helps taxpayers who 

don’t itemize. 

For more information on charitable contributions, 

contact your tax professional. 
Prepared by Mary Williams, CPA; Strang, Olsen & Lynch, CPAs, PA 

Entry deadline for the 

National Art Exhibit is 

Friday, November 13th! 

Questions? 

Go to the website (www.visualartcenter.org) 

or call (941 -639 -8810) for info.  

The Social Web and BusinessThe Social Web and Business   
(AKA Using Facebook and Other 

Services to Advance Your Business)  
Wednesday, December 9, 2pmWednesday, December 9, 2pm   
Are you lost in todayõs òcyberóworld? 

Want to know more about  
Twitter, Facebook, Fliker, Blogs?  

Join Owen Jones, owner and chief guru at the 
tech services company, The Guru Team, LLC,  

 to learn the difference between the popular 
social networking platforms and your website.  

Contact the VAC today to sign up. Cost: $10  

http://vacpleinair.webs.com/
mailto:clareharveyart@hotmail.com


CLASS  SPECIALTY INSTRUCTOR DAY TIME 

2-113 Introduction to  Beading Karen Johnson Monday 9am-noon 

2-114 Intermediate Beading Karen Johnson Monday 1-4pm 

2-204 Glass Fusing for Jewelry Dianne Brooks Tuesday  1-4pm 

2-207 Advanced Jewelry—Silver & Copper Dianne Brooks Tuesday  6:30-9:30pm 

2-304 Silver Jewelry—All Levels Dianne Brooks Wednesday 9am-noon 

2-306 Stained Glass Bob Bayliss Wednesday 6:30-9:30pm 

2-406 Apoxie Sculpture (a self-hardening clay) Susan Shore Thursday 9am-noon 

2-405 Silver Jewelry—Level 1 Belinda Duclos Thursday 6:30-9:30pm 

CLASS  PAINTING & DRAWING INSTRUCTOR DAY TIME 

2-104 Watercolor—The 3 C’s Patt Bacon Monday  9am-noon 

2-105 Drawing & Painting Studio—All Media Bob Cassell Monday 1-4pm 

2-115 Beginning Watercolor Patt Bacon Monday 1-4pm 

2-201 Oil Painting Impressionism Peggy Egli Tuesday 9am-noon 

2-215 Decorative Graphic Art  Peggy Egli Tuesday 1-4pm 

2-226 Beginning Drawing  Bill Gimbel Tuesday 6:30-9:30pm 

2-301 Creativity in WC Media—Advanced Students Kathy Bostwick Wednesday 9am-noon 

2-302 Intermediate Watercolor Kathy Bostwick Wednesday 1-4pm 

2-310 Beginning Painting—All Media Ann McCarty Wednesday 9am-noon 

2-311 Drawing & Sketching Ann McCarty Wednesday 1-4pm 

2-303 Drawing & Painting Studio—All Media Bob Cassell Wednesday 1-4pm 

2-402  Acrylic & Oil Painting Alberto Cruz Thursday 9am-noon 

2-403  Acrylic & Oil Painting Alberto Cruz Thursday 1-4pm 

2-422 Beginning Colored Pencil Drawing Ron Sanders Thursday 9am-noon 

2-423 All Media Landscape Painting Ron Sanders Thursday 1-4pm 

2-410 Colored Pencil Drawing—Level 2 Gwen Slimp Thursday  1-4pm 

2-501 Mixed Media Studio Fran Hines Friday 9am-noon 

CLASS  ART  APPRECIATION & HISTORY INSTRUCTOR DAY TIME 

2-210 Reel Fun—A Film Class Joan Levin Tuesday 9am-noon 

CLASS  ART & TECHNOLOGY INSTRUCTOR DAY TIME 

2-120 Advanced Photoshop Elements Norma Bradley Monday 1-4pm 

2-235 Beginning Website Design using WebPlus Norma Bradley Tuesday 1-4pm 

2-250 Better Digital Photography in Six Weeks Chuck Crafton Tuesday 1-4pm 

2-227 Photoshop Elements—Level 1 Spencer Pullen Tuesday  6:30-9:30pm 

2-330 Photoshop Elements—Level 1 Norma Bradley Wednesday 1-4pm 

2-320 Professional Website Design for Experts Candee Gulick Wednesday 6:30-9:30pm 

2-455 PagePlus Publishing Norma Bradley Thursday 1-4pm 

2-425 Digital Photography Exposed Spencer Pullen Thursday 6:30-9:30pm 

REGISTRATION INFORMATION 

Adult Members ..................  $70 (supplies not included)      

Adult Non-members ...........  $90 (supplies not included)  

Teens (to 18 yrs) ................. $50 (supplies not included)  

Instructor’s permission is required 

Register in person or by phone with credit card.  

Call for details on classes/teachers or visit our  

website @ www.visualartcenter.org.  

NO REFUNDS are given once class has begun. 

NEW CLASS! 

Session 2: Art Class Offerings by Subject 
6-week courses begin week of November 2; end week of December 12, 2009 



CLASS  CLAY POTTERY  INSTRUCTOR DAY TIME 

2-110 Wheel—Level 2  Jack Vartanian Monday 1-4pm 

2-206 Wheel—Level 1 Jack Vartanian Tuesday 9am-noon 

2-208 Wheel—Mixed Levels Jack Vartanian Tuesday 6:30-9:30pm 

2-308 Wheel—Mixed Levels Jack Vartanian Wednesday 9am-noon 

2-305 Wheel—Mixed Levels Howard Hartke Wednesday  1-4pm 

2-307 Wheel—Mixed Levels Howard Hartke Wednesday 6:30-9:30pm 

2-401 Handbuild Pottery—All Levels Howard Hartke Thursday 9am-12noon 

2-420 Wheel—Mixed Levels Jack Vartanian Thursday 6:30-9:30pm 

REGISTRATION INFORMATION for CLAY POTTERY CLASSES (includes one 25 lb. bag of clay, glaze and firing) 
Pottery Classes for Adult Members .......................  $105     

Pottery Classes for Adult Non-members ...............  $125  

Pottery Classes for Teens (to 18 yrs) ....................... $85  

Instructor’s permission is required 

Register in person or by phone with credit card.  

Call for details on classes/teachers or visit our  

website @ www.visualartcenter.org.  

NO REFUNDS are given once class has begun. 

Session 2: Art Class Offerings by Subject 
6-week courses begin week of November 2; end week of December 12, 2009 

Chanteuse  

Jacqueline Jacqueline 
JourdanJourdan 

Dancing Music by  

Sammy J Sammy J   
and the Guysand the Guys  

The Charlotte The Charlotte 
SymphonySymphony  

  Jazz QuartetJazz Quartet 

Saturday, November 21  7-10:30pm 
Fine Arts Fundraiser to Benefit ze Visual Arts Center 

featuring: 

Please Join Us For 

Hot Flashz CanHot Flashz Can--Can DancersCan Dancers  

Food by Cheffy         Silent AuctionFood by Cheffy         Silent Auction  

Lots of Surprise Francaise! Lots of Surprise Francaise!  

 

The Visual Arts 

Center is pleased 

to announce a new 

partnership with 

the Charlotte 

Symphony 

Orchestra, beginning  

with their sponsorship of  

A Perfect Paris Night. 

The Charlotte Symphony Jazz Quartet, 

 comprised of professional musicians 

from the Charlotte Symphony, will be 

featured in the Moulin Rouge  

(Goff Gallery) to entertain guests 

throughout the evening. They will be 

playing French themed jazz music, 

including such favorites as “I Love 

Paris”, “La Vie En Rose” and 

“Chansor D’Amour.” 

The symphony’s first classical  

concert on November 15th,  

Saluting the American Spirit,  

features pianist Virginia Eskin.  

Sure to be a favorite is the  

December 6th Holiday Magic  

Pops Concert with  

Teri Hansen and Ron Bohmer. 

Check the Symphony’s website 

(www.charlottesymphony.com)  

for the season’s schedule  

and ticket information. 



Charlotte County Art Guild, Inc. 
210 Maud Street 

Punta Gorda, Florida 33950 

941-639-8810  

Fax 941-639-0404 

VAC@daystar.net 

www.visualartcenter.org 
VISUAL 

CENTER ARTS 
Punta Gorda, Florida 

Happy 
Thanksgiving 

to You  
and Yours 

The VAC will be closed 

November 26-28 

Saturday, November 14     
10am-3pm 

Support local artists by purchasing 
handcrafted items, original artwork 

and holiday decorations. 

Come early, stay late,  
and bring a friend! 


