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EMPTY BOWLS COMING AGAIN 

Empty Bowls is a community project of Charlotte County 

to raise money for local hunger prevention efforts.  

Sign up now to create a bowl at the Visual Arts Center on 

Sunday, October 25, from 1-3pm. Then you can glaze your 

creation two weeks later on Sunday, November 8, from  

1-3pm. Please bring a non-perishable food item that will be 

donated to the Good Samaritan Food Bank and call the 

Visual Arts Center (639-8810) to secure a seat. 

And mark your calendar for November 19 to join your 

friends and neighbors at Pilgrim United Church of Christ in 

Port Charlotte for a fine evening of food and fellowship with 

a purpose. For just $10 you get to choose one of the bowls 

created by local potters, community members, students or 

even your own! Your selection will be filled with soup 

donated by our local restaurants, and afterwards it is yours 

to take home and treasure. The meal includes unlimited 

soups, breads, and water. The event also features live 

entertainment and a silent auction. More details will be in 

the November newsletter, or you may contact Joann 

Winkler at 255-7515. 

PREPARING FOR NATIONAL ART EXHIBIT: 

HOW TO TAKE A QUALITY PHOTO 

OF YOUR ENTRY! 

Don’t risk rejection from our 7th National Art Exhibition 

(or any other juried show) simply because you submitted a 

bad photograph of your work. Many a fine painting may be 

rejected because the juror can’t see it well enough. The 

juror may perceive a sloppy photo as poor professionalism, 

leading to rejection. And, remember—after going through 

thousands of slides, a bad photo will get short examination. 

New VAC photography instructor, Spencer Pullen, will 

present a brief FREE seminar on a few basics to remember 

when taking a quality photograph and transferring to a CD 

or slide. (See info on insert.) We will be accepting slides 

this year as entry to the National show for an extra 

processing fee of $5; however, we highly recommend you 

go digital, especially if you are short on time. 

Ooh La La! SAUVER CES DATES! 
The 6th Annual Fine Arts Festival begins this month with 

two special kick-off events. Get out your calendar/IPod and 

enter these dates so you won’t be left out of the fun and 

excitement. There are sure to be several activities of 

interest to you from our month-long celebration.  

First up is a special preview with wine and cheese for 

VAC members and their guests on Friday, October 9 at 

7pm. This will offer you the first chance to view and bid on 

the Lautrec “masterpiece” paintings, which will be on 

display through the culminating party on November 21, and 

meet the artists who created them. This free members-only 

night is just one of the many benefits of joining the Visual 

Arts Center. 

The general 

public is invited  

to a free Grand 

O pe n in g  fo r  

t h e  L a u t r e c 

C e l e b r a t i o n  

at 10am on 

Saturday, October 

10. The Festival 

theme painting 

will be unveiled 

outside the VAC 

a m i d s t  a 

champagne toast 

and the Festival paintings of Lautrec’s masterpieces will be 

available for public viewing.  

The Downtown Merchants Association has set aside the 

October 15th Gallery Walk as “A Parisian Night in Punta 

Gorda.” The FAF committee will be there at 5pm with 

38th Annual Florida Watercolor Society Show  
on exhibit through October 27 

Harvest of Art … November 2 – December 3 

Receiving: Friday, October 30, 9am-12noon 

Reception: Thursday, November 5, 7pm 

Check PROSPECTUS on website for complete information 

Faces & Figures … December 7 – 30 

Receiving: Friday, December 4, 8-11am 

Reception: Thursday, December 10, 7pm 

Check PROSPECTUS on website for complete information 

On EXHIBIT here 

TIME IS RUNNING OUT... 
Entry deadline for the 
National Art Exhibit is 
Friday, November 13th! 

Don’t miss it! 
Suzanne Bowles and Carole Cobb enjoyed 

creating the Lautrec Festival’s theme painting 

for the front of the VAC building 



welcome new members 
Keara Abel, Desiree & Steve Biase, Devon 

Bistarky, Helen Brown, Michelle Ciechna, 

Marilyn Conklin, Kathy Dansker, Marie 

Doyle, Brian & Kelsey Goetz, Christina 

Hutchinson, David & Francis Kern,  

Don & Anita Kidwell, Sulinda Leffingwell, 

Paula McGee, Frank Miles, Nancy Perdue,  

Rita Perkins, Melissa Searle, Judith Thom 

thanks for joining us! 

Visual Arts Center  
lifetime memberships  
are available for a donation of $500, 

which will help the Center during  

the challenging economic times  

we are all facing. Thank you to  

~ Linda Weintz & Elmer Mizuno ~ 

our newest Lifetime Members. 

You, too, can be a Lifetime Member. 

Make your check payable to  

the VAC and send to the  

Executive Director. 

Goodbye and best wishes to member/artist Fran Burrell who has left our 

area and relocated north. She will be missed! 

Barbara Albin has been accepted into The National League of American 

Pen Women, Inc. Founded in 1897, it is the oldest women’s arts organi-

zation in America. Formed to promote the development of the creative 

talents of professional women artists, writers, and composers, the League 

boasts a membership of more than 4,000 women with approximately 

200 branches throughout the United States. 

Sea Grape Gallery is pleased to announce two new members to their 

gallery: Don Melander and Susan Shore. Don paints charming and delicate 

watercolors and renders pencil drawings in a realistic style. Susan is a well 

known sculptor in southwest Florida of birds and sea life. 

artist news 

Our Condolences to Family and Friends of  

...Walter Harasek, former VAC Library volunteer 

 and Exhibit Committee member 

...artist and Century Club member Hildred Schloss 

...former Punta Gorda Mayor Ed Beck,  

one of the very first supporters of building the VAC 

 VAC Officers 
   Denise Henry, President 

    Thalia St. Lewis, Secretary 

    Therese Zeman, Treasurer  

  Patt Bacon, Director  

  Bruce Bagge, Director 

    Bob Crispin, Director 

    Tom Hamilton, Director 

  Howard Hartke, Director 

 VAC Endowment Trust 
    Ingrid Carroll, President 

    Dorothy Strunk, Vice Pres/Secretary 

    Ron Olsen, Treasurer 

    Trustees: 

  Jane Brenner Rebecca Durig 

  Guy Emerich Susan Krasny 

  James Lawson Robert Peterson 

  Constance Robison Roseann Samson 

 VAC Staff 
  Eileen Banis, Gift Shop Manager 

  Shelley Cunningham, Bookkeeper 

  Debbie Fread, Communications 

  Michele Valencourt, Exec. Director 

  Jack Vartanian, Facilities Supervisor 

Your comments, suggestions, story ideas, 

and news about members are welcomed. 

Please submit articles by the 15th  

of the month to Debbie Fread at: 

VACcommunications@yahoo.com. 

ART  4 SALE 

Magnifique!  
For only $25 you can support ze creation of a Lautrec  

Masterpiece by a talented VAC artist for our Fall Fundraiser ~ 

Sponsors will be listed  with the artist on the 
website and with the painting while on display at 
the VAC. Sponsors may be individuals or groups.  

Make checks payable to Visual Arts Center. 

Wednesday, November 11, 6:30Wednesday, November 11, 6:30--9:30pm9:30pm  
Successful artist and Visual Arts Center instructor, 

Alberto Cruz, will present a workshop on every  
artist’s concern: How to Sell Your Artwork.  

You will have access to this valuable information  
for what it would cost to buy a canvas!         

Cost: $45/members & $55/non-members 



“OOH LA LA ~ FINE ARTS FESTIVAL” cont’d. from page 1 

The Goff Gallery continues to show works by the Florida 

Watercolor Society this month. Don’t miss this excellent 

exhibit! We look forward to works by four member artists in 

November. Come visit! 

GOFF gallery 

We welcome these new artists to the VAC Gift Shop:  

 Veteran member and former high school teacher 

Maggie Stewart has mixed media framed art.   

 Former NYPD detective and computer expert Keith 

Ryan has amazing photos that show compassion in 

nature. His wife, Santa, is a long-time consignor who 

has some build-your-own jewelry pieces for sale.  

 Pianist and frequent VAC show winner Patricia Turner 

has created silk fabric sliders for your sliding glass 

doors.   

 Former Brit and cabinet maker Will Cornwall is 

showing delightful turned wood pieces. 

 Marilyn Conklin has great knitted purses sure to 

please you “purse people.”  

 And we are thrilled to announce that award-winning 

jeweler/metalsmith/multi-talented artist Brenda 

Berdnik is offering quality one-of-a-kind pieces and 

signature kimono shadow boxes. 

There are new artistic endeavors from over 70 consign-

ors now available to choose from. Please stop by to see for 

yourself.  

VAC gift shop 

Our next meeting of the Photo Arts Group is Monday, 

October 5th at 7pm, at the Visual Arts Center. Bring photos 

you would like to share either on a memory stick, CD, or 

print. If you have learned something new in Photoshop that 

you would like to tell us about, we will give you time to 

explain. If you have questions about problems you have in 

Photoshop, we will try to answer them as well. We will be 

discussing Photo Expo 2010 and getting prepared for the 

show. Feel free to bring a spouse, neighbor or friends. 

There will be refreshments. 

photo arts group 

Lautrec paintings, Can-Can dancers and free photos  

of you in a Lautrec painting. 

 And speaking of celebrations … the Visual Arts Center 

invites you to an Open House on October 17 from 10am-

2pm in honor of its 20th anniversary. The VAC opened to 

the public for the first time in 1989. All are welcome to 

come by the VAC and help us celebrate 20 years of service 

to the community, meet our artists and instructors, plus 

see various demonstrations. Special presentations, cake & 

ice cream at 11am, and it’s all free! 

Following the party, the free US premier of a 2-hour 

documentary “Toulouse-Lautrec: The Full Story” will be 

presented at 2pm. Created for Channel 4 in the UK about 

the life, times, and associates of Toulouse-Lautrec, it’s a 

great way to learn about our featured artist. (Please note 

the documentary is rated PG for some nude photographs.) 
Toulouse-Lautrec co-authored a cookbook, “The Art of 

Cuisine” with his good friend Maurice Joyant. In celebration 

of Lautrec’s love for fine French food, a special gourmet 

cooking class, L’Art de la Cuisine, will be held at Pies & 

Plates of Punta Gorda on October 27 at 6pm. Participants 

will enjoy sampling items, wine and other activities. Tickets 

($35) are required, and space is limited, so hurry … call or 

stop by the VAC to get yours before they are all gone! 

Activities for November include: 

November 1, 2pm: The 1952 Film “Moulin Rouge”(Free) 

November 12, 10am: Monotype: Lautrec (see below) 

November 17, 4:30pm: Toulouse-Lautrec: A Bohemian Life 

in the Belle Epoch lecture by Judith Levine ($10) 

At the conclusion of a great festival, you need a great 

party to celebrate its success! Toulouse-Lautrec loved to 

party, so we will celebrate “A Perfect Paris Night” on 

Saturday, November 21st with music by Sammy J and the 

Guys, gourmet French food by Cheffy, delicious desserts by 

VAC members, French-themed performance art, Can-Can 

dancers and silent auctions. Tickets are available NOW 

($45 + tax) at the VAC. Turn-of-the-century clothing is 

encouraged, but not required. 

Please support the VAC by participating in these events. 

Visit our website (www.visualartcenter.org) for complete 

Fine Arts Festival information.  

Monotype: Toulouse-Lautrec 
A PrintA Print--Making Workshop using WatercolorMaking Workshop using Watercolor 

led by Barbara Albin 

Thursday, November 12 ~ 10am-3pm 
Barbara, a well known award-winning Sea Grape 
Gallery artist and VAC instructor,  

will teach participants how to create 
simple prints from Lautrec 

masterpieces using watercolor.  
No skills or experience necessary.  
All supplies are included but bring 

your own watercolor brushes,  
if you like, and a brown-bag lunch.  

Cost: $50/members & $65/non-members 
(maximum 20 students) 

WANT TO HELP WITH THE  
FINE ARTS FESTIVAL? 

Sign up to bake desserts  
(recipes provided) 

Donate items for the Silent Auction 

Questions? Contact Carolyn Hamilton 
(carolynhamilton2@comcast.net). 



CLASS  SPECIALTY INSTRUCTOR DAY TIME 

2-113 Introduction to  Beading Karen Johnson Monday 9am-noon 

2-114 Intermediate Beading Karen Johnson Monday 1-4pm 

2-204 Glass Fusing for Jewelry Dianne Brooks Tuesday  1-4pm 

2-207 Advanced Jewelry—Silver & Copper Dianne Brooks Tuesday  6:30-9:30pm 

2-304 Silver Jewelry—All Levels Dianne Brooks Wednesday 9am-noon 

2-306 Stained Glass Bob Bayliss Wednesday 6:30-9:30pm 

2-406 Apoxie Sculpture (a self-hardening clay) Susan Shore Thursday 9am-noon 

2-405 Silver Jewelry—Level 1 Belinda Duclos Thursday 6:30-9:30pm 

CLASS  PAINTING & DRAWING INSTRUCTOR DAY TIME 

2-104 Watercolor—The 3 C’s Patt Bacon Monday  9am-noon 

2-105 Drawing & Painting Studio—All Media Bob Cassell Monday 1-4pm 

2-115 Beginning Watercolor Patt Bacon Monday 1-4pm 

2-201 Oil Painting Impressionism Peggy Egli Tuesday 9am-noon 

2-215 Decorative Graphic Art  Peggy Egli Tuesday 1-4pm 

2-226 Beginning Drawing  Bill Gimbel Tuesday 6:30-9:30pm 

2-301 Creativity in WC Media—Advanced Students Kathy Bostwick Wednesday 9am-noon 

2-302 Intermediate Watercolor Kathy Bostwick Wednesday 1-4pm 

2-310 Beginning Painting—All Media Ann McCarty Wednesday 9am-noon 

2-311 Drawing & Sketching Ann McCarty Wednesday 1-4pm 

2-303 Drawing & Painting Studio—All Media Bob Cassell Wednesday 1-4pm 

2-402  Acrylic & Oil Painting Alberto Cruz Thursday 9am-noon 

2-403  Acrylic & Oil Painting Alberto Cruz Thursday 1-4pm 

2-422 Beginning Colored Pencil Drawing Ron Sanders Thursday 9am-noon 

2-423 All Media Landscape Painting Ron Sanders Thursday 1-4pm 

2-410 Colored Pencil Drawing—Level 2 Gwen Slimp Thursday  1-4pm 

2-501 Mixed Media Studio Fran Hines Friday 9am-noon 

CLASS  ART  APPRECIATION & HISTORY INSTRUCTOR DAY TIME 

2-210 Reel Fun—A Film Class Joan Levin Tuesday 9am-noon 

CLASS  ART & TECHNOLOGY INSTRUCTOR DAY TIME 

2-120 Advanced Photoshop Elements Norma Bradley Monday 1-4pm 

2-235 Beginning Website Design using WebPlus Norma Bradley Tuesday 1-4pm 

2-250 Better Digital Photography in Six Weeks Chuck Crafton Tuesday 1-4pm 

2-227 Photoshop Elements—Level 1 Spencer Pullen Tuesday  6:30-9:30pm 

2-330 Photoshop Elements—Level 1 Norma Bradley Wednesday 1-4pm 

2-320 Professional Website Design for Experts Candee Gulick Wednesday 6:30-9:30pm 

2-455 PagePlus Publishing Norma Bradley Thursday 1-4pm 

2-425 Digital Photography Exposed Spencer Pullen Thursday 6:30-9:30pm 

REGISTRATION INFORMATION 

Adult Members ..................  $70 (supplies not included)      

Adult Non-members ...........  $90 (supplies not included)  

Teens (to 18 yrs) ................. $50 (supplies not included)  

Instructor’s permission is required 

Register in person or by phone with credit card.  

Call for details on classes/teachers or visit our  

website @ www.visualartcenter.org.  

NO REFUNDS are given once class has begun. 

NEW CLASS! 

Session 2: Art Class Offerings by Subject 
6-week courses begin week of November 2; end week of December 12, 2009 



CLASS  CLAY POTTERY  INSTRUCTOR DAY TIME 

2-110 Wheel—Level 2  Jack Vartanian Monday 1-4pm 

2-206 Wheel—Level 1 Jack Vartanian Tuesday 9am-noon 

2-208 Wheel—Mixed Levels Jack Vartanian Tuesday 6:30-9:30pm 

2-308 Wheel—Mixed Levels Jack Vartanian Wednesday 9am-noon 

2-305 Wheel—Mixed Levels Howard Hartke Wednesday  1-4pm 

2-307 Wheel—Mixed Levels Howard Hartke Wednesday 6:30-9:30pm 

2-401 Handbuild Pottery—All Levels Howard Hartke Thursday 9am-12noon 

2-420 Wheel—Mixed Levels Jack Vartanian Thursday 6:30-9:30pm 

REGISTRATION INFORMATION for CLAY POTTERY CLASSES (includes one 25 lb. bag of clay, glaze and firing) 
Pottery Classes for Adult Members .......................  $105     

Pottery Classes for Adult Non-members ...............  $125  

Pottery Classes for Teens (to 18 yrs) ....................... $85  

Instructor’s permission is required 

Register in person or by phone with credit card.  

Call for details on classes/teachers or visit our  

website @ www.visualartcenter.org.  

NO REFUNDS are given once class has begun. 

HOW TO TAKE GOOD PHOHOW TO TAKE GOOD PHOTOS TOS   
OF YOUR ARTWORKOF YOUR ARTWORK  

Monday, October 12 ~ 11am & Wednesday, October 14 ~ 6:30pm  

The November 12th deadline for the National Art Exhibition is fast approaching.  
Do you know how to submit photos of your work on CD, flash drive or by slide? 

This seminar is designed to help you take a good photo of your artwork for entering an exhibit.  
A bad photo of good work may result in its rejection. It is not a seminar on using a digital  

camera or Photoshop (we offer other classes for that!); but it will cover basics that can help.  
Both “good” and “bad” samples will be shown so you can compare and know the difference! 

Don’t have a camera or computer? ... Don’t feel comfortable doing this yourself? 
Seminar leader and VAC instructor Spencer Pullen would be happy to help.  
Cost is $30 for first image and $10 for each additional, which includes CD.  

Contact Spencer (941-764-7824 or info@premieregraphics.net)  
with questions or to schedule an appointment. 

Session 2: Art Class Offerings by Subject 
6-week courses begin week of November 2; end week of December 12, 2009 



Charlotte County Art Guild, Inc. 
210 Maud Street 

Punta Gorda, Florida 33950 

941-639-8810  

Fax 941-639-0404 

VAC@daystar.net 

www.visualartcenter.org 
VISUAL 

CENTER ARTS 
Punta Gorda, Florida 

Saturday, November 14     
10am-3pm 

Support local artists by  
purchasing handcrafted items,  

original artwork and  
holiday decorations 


