
38th Annual Florida Watercolor Society Show  
September 8 ð October 27 

Harvest of Art é November 2 ð December 3 
Receiving: Friday, October 30, 9am-12noon 

Check PROSPECTUS on website for complete information 

On EXHIBIT here 
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Punta Gorda, FL 33950   
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 ANNUAL FWS EXHIBITI ON COMING  

Are you looking for inspiration? Has it been a while since 

you picked up your brush? Would you like to get away from 

it all and submerge yourself in a luxurious environment 

where you can take a dip in the pool, splurge at the spa, or 

play a round of golf? Then Florida Watercolor Society has 

created a weekend treat for you where you can feed your 

inner artist with great art, creative friends, and lots of fun. 

This year, FWS President Kathy Bostwick has the honor 

of bringing the 38th Annual Exhibition to the VAC. This show 

was juried by Judy Morris AWS, NWS of Medford, Oregon, 

who is well known for her beautiful designs and 

transparency. Both Judy and Donna Zagotta AWS, NWS are 

nationally recognized artists and they will be at the 

convention for a week to do workshops, demonstrations, 

and slide critiques. That is where your fun comes in! You 

can learn from the best. This convention is for artistsñ

people who love to createñand although we would love you 

to, you need not be a FWS member to attend. 

Thursday night, September 24th we will have a free 

demonstration by Judy Morris at the Hyatt Regency Coconut 

Point, just south of Fort Myers. Then Friday and Saturday, 

from 9am-4pm, there will be demonstrations to watch, an 

art oriented trade show with bargains abounding, critiques,  

lectures and raffles. 

You are invited to attend the opening reception for the 

FWS 38th Annual Exhibition on Friday, September 25, from 

7:30-9pm. This is a fabulous show which you will not want 

to miss; you can see it any time from September 8th 

through October 27th. 

Saturday morning at 8am brings the paint-a-round where 

five artists play pass the painting. These will be auctioned 

before the Saturday night Awards Banquet where nationally 

known artist, Dean Mitchell will be the keynote speaker. 

For a mere $15 convention registration fee, this is a real 

party for artists and the Hyatt has given us great rates, in 

case you donõt want to go home too soon. Simply go to 

www.floridawatercolorsociety.org to register online. 

The Reception and Exhibition are at the VAC; all other 

FWS convention events are at Coconut Point. Hope to see 

you there! 

OOH LA LA!  IL EST RENDU!   

Oui ... it is back! Our fall fundraiser will be the 

6th Annual Fine Arts Festival at the VAC from 

October 10ðNovember 21, with a sneak-

peak preview for VAC members and 

guests on Friday, October 9. 

This yearõs Festival celebrates the life 

and art of Toulouse-Lautrec. During this 

time you will have an opportunity to learn 

about Lautrec through lectures and movies, 

view his art and create art inspired by Lautrec. 

The Festival culminates with a wonderful party 

where we recreate Lautrecõs Paris complete with 

music, French food and wine, and the Can-Can.  

Preparation for the Festival began in May. Throughout 

the summer, artists from the VAC have created 

reproductions of some of Lautrecõs most famous works on 

oversized canvases. These will be on display at the VAC 

during the Festival. Over twenty masterpieces have been 

created by our artists. 

     The Festival kicks 

off on Friday, October 

9 at 7pm, with a 

Members and Guests 

Preview Reception. 

Saturday, October 10 

at 10am, will be the 

public unveiling of the 

Lautrec Wall that will 

adorn the front of the 

VAC during the 

Festival. This will be 

followed by six weeks 

of celebration events 

including a lecture, 

workshops,  the 1952 

movie Moulin Rouge,  

a gourmet food event 

at Pies & Plates, and 

the November 21 òA 

Perfect Paris Night 

Party.ó 

     There are lots of 

ways to support this 

Festival: volunteer, sponsor a painting, purchase a painting, 

or attend the events.   

Check the VAC website (www.visualartcenter.org) for 

details and updates; plus you can check the special blog 

(vacfaf.blogspot.com) to follow the creation process of the 

pictures and the fun of the Festival. Ooh la la! Join ze fun! 

WANTED:   

A few good costumed 

volunteers to serve at the 

Lautrec Fine Arts Party:  

A PERFECT PARIS NIGH T   

Saturday, November 21    

7-10:30pm  

You will help with:  

Selling 50 -50 tickets  

Selling Chinese auction tickets  

Selling flowers for the ladies  

The theme of òA Perfect 

Paris Nightó will turn the 

VAC into a miniature 

Moulin Rouge, so come 

in appropriate garb.  

For an evening of work, 

you will be given a free ticket.  

Contact Carolyn 

(carolynhamilton2@comcast.net ) 

with questions or to sign up.  



Our  Deepest  Sympathies  

 Two beloved VAC Library 

volunteers recently passed away...  

Fran Love and Richard Hudak.  

They will be greatly missed.  

CONNECT THE DOTS ... THE ENDOWMENT TRUST  

The Endowment Trust was created in 1998, when several sizable 

bequests were left to the VAC from estates of members. Since then, the 

Trust has grown from other bequests, from memorials and, on a happier 

note, from celebrations such as birthdays and anniversaries. Donations of 

$5,000 and more are recognized on the beautiful stained glass Art Angel 

Wall in our lobby. Donations of $1,000 and more are listed in programs for 

VAC events. However, all donations are important and can be accumulated 

over time. 

The purpose of the Trust is to maintain and grow the donations, invest 

them wisely, and distribute a portion of the proceeds to the VAC to use for 

funding new programs, projects and growth-related strategies. These are 

perpetual or ongoing distributions to the VAC that will grow in size as the 

Trust grows through your donations. 

Often the Trust distributions are combined with outside grant money to 

fund new areas like the pottery studio and the art technology lab, or they 

can be used to underwrite a unique workshop or a special exhibit. 

On the other hand, VAC annual operating revenues come from 

fundraisers, memberships, classes and Century Club donations and are 

used to pay the expenses necessary to keep the VAC in business. Think of 

these as the VAC checking account and the Endowment Trust as its 

retirement account. 

As our community grows and our needs grow, the Trust will allow the VAC 

to continue to be a focal point for our educational, cultural and economic 

development. 

Please help keep the VAC strong by supporting its annual funding needs 

as well as by contributing to its Endowment Trust. Your Trust donation can 

start small and grow over the years. For more information, see the 

brochures next to the Art Angel Wall. 

welcome newest members 
Mary Byrski, Kitty Cayo, Margaret Conard, Leonard Favara, Frances L. Fink, 

Lew Frichette, E. Irene Gargiulo, Helen Gochet, Bill Hamilton, Helen Kunik, 

Valerie Muzio, Spencer & Greg Pullen, Christine Reichow, Renee Skelly,  

and Marilyn Moss Whitten 

thanks for joining us!  

many thanks  
...to those who  

helped make this 

yearõs Childrenõs 

Summer Art Camp  

a huge success! 

TEACHERS 

Linda, Jack, Mindy, Tiffiny,  

Gretchen, Heather, Tami, Joy 

VOLUNTEERS 

Bruce Bagge, Shelly Cunningham, 

Barbara Besheer, Jeri Webb,  

Cathy Lindenauer 

STUDENT INTERNS 

Julie Mason & Lucy Sullivan 

 VAC Officers 
   Denise Henry, President 

    Thalia St. Lewis, Secretary 

    Therese Zeman, Treasurer  

  Patt Bacon, Director  

  Bruce Bagge, Director 

    Bob Crispin, Director 

    Tom Hamilton, Director 

  Howard Hartke, Director 

 VAC Endowment Trust 
    Ingrid Carroll, President 

    Dorothy Strunk, Vice Pres/Secretary 

    Ron Olsen, Treasurer 

    Trustees: 

  Jane Brenner Rebecca Durig 

  Guy Emerich Susan Krasny 

  James Lawson Robert Peterson 

  Constance Robison Roseann Samson 

 VAC Staff 
  Eileen Banis, Gift Shop Manager 

  Jack Vartanian, Facilities Supervisor 

  Shelley Cunningham, Bookkeeper 

  Debbie Fread, Communications 

  Michele Valencourt, Exec. Director 

Your comments, suggestions, story ideas, 

and news about members are welcomed. 

Please submit articles by the 15th  

of the month to Debbie Fread at: 

VACcommunications@yahoo.com. 

The 2009-2010 EXHIBITION SCHEDULE  

is available online with important dates and deadlines.  
Check online and each prospectus for periodic updates! 

For any Plein Air Painters wanting some extra exposure, here is an 

excellent opportunity. The North Port Library on Tamiami Trail will host a 

Plein Air Landscape Show in February 2010. Artists may paint on location 

(there is a pond on library property) any day or days from November through 

January. This is not a contest; it will not be judged and there are no awards. 

This is an exhibition opportunity only. Interested artists should contact Ron 

Sanders (941-234-0317 or ron@sanders-studios.com) for updates. 

Plein Air Painters from the VAC meet at various locations on Mondays, 

9am to 12noon, November through April. For more information, visit our 

website: http://groups.msn.com/VisualArtsCenterPleinAir _whatsnew.msnw. 

plein air painters  



Just a reminder that there will be no membersõ show in 

the Goff during September and October due to the VAC 

hosting the 38th Annual Florida Watercolor Society show. 

In November we will feature artists Fran Hines, Janet 

Mach Dutton, Sylvia Plutter Daniels, and Michael Vires. 

Stop by for a visit soon! 

GOFF gallery 

The VAC is looking for friendly faces to volunteer in our 

classy gift shop. Donõt worry ... the POS (Point of Sale) com-

puter system is fairly easy to operate. Training will begin the 

first week of September. A twice-monthly volunteer shift for 

3Ѹі hours in the afternoon (12:30-4) and Saturdays (10-2) 

would be greatly appreciated. You meet so many wonderful 

people while volunteering here.   

September will bring new artists to the shop from wood-

workers to fabric artists to furniture painters. Appointments 

are being taken now. Let artist friends know that we are 

looking for unique fine art to sell on consignment here at 

the VAC Gift Shop. Contact Eileen at 941-693-8810 or 

VACgiftshop@yahoo.com. 

VAC gift shop 
Charlotte Porcelain Artists Association will resume their 

paint-a-longs on Friday, October 16, from 9am-1pm at the 

VAC. New artists are most welcome.  

We are saddened by the death of Eddie Seier, husband 

of Florence Seier, a former club president and porcelain art 

teacher at the VAC. Eddie was the announcer for the 

porcelain art shows for many years. He was our best 

cheerleader and critic! We will miss him. 

Wilma Manhardt, a local porcelain art teacher, is off to 

Germany to visit many of the well known porcelain art 

studios. A native of Germany, Wilma makes this trip 

annually and frequently paints with the worldõs top 

porcelain painters. 

porcelain artists  

3rd Place òSound Wavesó by Joanne Stramara 

2nd Place   òSunny Sailsó  

by Anthony Pignone  

1st Place & Peopleõs Choice Co-winner  

òStanding Talló by Bill Gimbel 

Peopleõs Choice Co-winner  

òThatõs My Fish!ó by Cynthia Hassall 

Ron Sanders made a return appearance on Sarasotaõs 

BLAB TV-Comcast Local Access Channel 21 in The Artists 

TV Showcase with Armand Ross. Most of the discussion 

centered around his portrait work, but Ron did get in a 

mention that he teachers at five locations along the gulf 

coast, including the Visual Arts Center. 

artist news  

congrats to Summer Sizzler winners  
Bowles  

Award for 

Portrait 

Excellence  

òSpringó  

by Ron 

Sanders  

HONORABLE MENTION  

òGhost Towers of Tuscanyó by Patricia Turner 

òSummer Shadeó by Suzanne Bowles 

òPainting on Glass 103ó by Patricia Joiner 

òThatõs My Fish!ó by Cynthia Hassall 

òBicycle In The Fairieõs Gardenó by Carol MacDougall 

òRoses Reflectingó by Marilyn Howard Flinn 

MERIT AWARD 

òThe Highlands of Scotlandó by Fran Hines 

òFusionó by Vi Schlender 

òPalm Shadowsó by Wayman Brown 


