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TO HONOR AND REMEMBER A LOVED ONE 

Mary Sharp, mother of Carolyn Hamilton, was a devoted 

visitor to the VAC on her many visits to Punta Gorda over 

the past years that she lived in Sun City Center. On each 

visit she set aside ògolden timeó for a leisurely perusal of 

the many art exhibitsðandðwithout fail, the Gift Shop, 

where she was able to purchase tasteful ògemsó to further 

decorate her home. 

She had a spiritual kinship with the many excellent 

artists whose outpourings decorated the walls of the VAC, 

by virtue of her lifelong interest and talent for sketching 

most anything that caught her fancy. 

When we lost Mary a year ago March, the family decided 

to establish the òMary P. Sharp Memorial Fundó to help 

further the good works of the VAC. We are certain she 

would be pleased to know that, in some small way, she was 

able to express her thanks for the joys the VAC brought into 

her life. 

It has been the decision of the Family to contribute to 

Maryõs Fund on a monthly basis, plus her birthday, 

Mothersõ Day, Christmas, and other times of special 

remembrance. Maryõs husband, Roylance H. Sharp, says, 

òWe know she would approve.ó 

CALL FOR ARTISTS: 

FINE ARTS FESTIVAL 2009  
 Artists are needed to re-create the work of Henri de 

Toulouse-Lautrec for our 6th Fine Arts Festival this 

fall. Lautrec was famous for his portrayals of 

the Moulin Rouge performers and 

characters, in particular the poster art. 

     Suzanne Bowles and Carole Cobb are 

happily re-creating two Lautrec favorites ñ 

Jane Avril and Divon Japonaise ñ for the 

large painting at the VAC front door. The 

VAC artists who have previously participated 

in this program say that it is a unique 

opportunity to stretch their skills, learn about a 

master artist, and contribute to the VAC.  

We encourage all interested artists to meet with us on 

July 8th at 1pm at the VAC. Bring copies of several works 

you might like to re-create so that we can coordinate a well-

rounded exhibit. There are several books on Lautrec in our 

library, if you need inspiration. Weõll provide the paint, the 

large canvases, and the room.  

You can check the website for the many activities 

planned to celebrate the festival, culminating with 

LAUTREC: Paris Nights, on November 21st. 

Made By Hand Fine Crafts Exhibité through July 9 

The Firecracker Member Exhibité through July 9 

Summer Sizzleré July 13ðAugust 6 

Receiving: Friday, July 10, 9am-12noon 

Reception: Thursday, July 16, 7pm 

Removal: Friday, August 7 

On EXHIBIT here 

VISUAL 

DUAL EXHIBIT A DOUBL E TREAT! 

The Firecracker Summer Member Exhibit and Made By 

Hand Fine Crafts Exhibit was celebrated by a standing-room 

only crowd at the Awards Reception on June 4.   

Congratulations to all the winners and thank you for 

sharing your talent with us. There was a tie for the Peopleõs 

Choice Award ñ òGoddessó by Roxanne West and òLeavesó 

by Angelo Pescatore will each receive $25 along with a 

Peopleõs Choice ribbon. 

There is still time to stop by and view the current dual 

exhibit, on display through July 9. Next up is the popular 

VAC member-only Summer Sizzler, running from July 13 

through August 6. 

Firecracker 1st Place ($100) 

òPelicanó by Diane Mannion 

Made By Hand  

1st Place ($100) 

òWild Flowersó  

by Roxanne West 

FIRECRACKER 
2nd Place: òFlamingo Eyeó by Carolyn MacDougall 

3rd Place: òNew England Tide Pooló by Fran Hines 

1st Merit: òView from the Rocksó by Marion Majher 

2nd Merit: òCaffe LavazzaðParisó by James Beech 

3rd Merit: òEast Pointó by Tom Bond 

MADE BY HAND 
2nd Place: òEarth Meets Sky Plateó by Gail Jones 

3rd Place: òInspirationó by Kathryn Erickson 

1st Merit: òGrandpaõs Favoriteó by Terrell Wozniak 

2nd Merit: òUnder the Seaó by Lynne Ambrose 

3rd Merit: òDouble Breasted Falló by Patt Bacon 



VAC member Marilyn Howard Flinn was awarded 3rd Prize for her oil 

painting, òBougainvillea at Roser Parkó in the Fifth Annual St. Petersburg 

Paint the Town Plein Aire Invitational. The March 17-21 event was organized 

by the St. Petersburg Representational Art Association and judged by artist 

Kenn Backhaus. 

We wish Vicki Glynn best of everything upon òretiringó from proprietorship 

the end of June. Vicki Glynn Gallery and Frame has been a supporter of local 

artists for many years.  

 VAC Officers 
   Denise Henry, President 

    Kristine Wishard, Vice President 

    Thalia St. Lewis, Secretary 

    Therese Zeman, Treasurer  

  Patt Bacon, Director  

  Bruce Bagge, Director 

    Bob Crispin, Director 

    Tom Hamilton, Director 

  Howard Hartke, Director 

 VAC Endowment Trust 
    Ingrid Carroll, President 

    Dorothy Strunk, Vice Pres/Secretary 

    Ron Olsen, Treasurer 

    Trustees: 

  Jane Brenner Rebecca Durig 

  Guy Emerich Susan Krasny 

  James Lawson Robert Peterson 

  Constance Robison Roseann Samson 

 VAC Staff 
  Eileen Banis, Gift Shop Manager 

  Ralph Bliven, Facilities Supervisor 

  Shelley Cunningham, Bookkeeper 

  Debbie Fread, Communications 

  Michele Valencourt, Exec. Director 

Your comments, suggestions, story ideas, 

and news about members are welcomed. 

Please submit articles by the 15th  

of the month to Debbie Fread at: 

VACcommunications@yahoo.com. 
Our  Deepest  Sympathy to  

...Shirley Blake on the loss of her husband of 35 years,  

William òBilló W. Blake, on June 5th. 

...family and friends of Donald Witter, a long -time supporter  

of the Center who passed away May 24th. Don was, at one time, 

the owner of First Federal Bank in Punta Gorda. The bankõs major 

contribution to the VACõs original building fund is the reason  

First Federal Gallery is so named. Don also served many years  

on the VACõs Endowment Trust. 

artist news  

 welcome new 
members 

Bruce Bedford, Joann Burtscher, 

Hedda & Roger Cohen,  

William Cornwall, Charles Crafton, 

Judith Ewing, Michele Lee Noga, 

Christine Pinkney, Nancy Prafke, 

Laura Salvo, Joseph Tremblay,  

Laurie Tuttle, Jane Wanroy 

thanks for 
joining us! 

 ...to Ralph Bliven & Bruce Bagge for repainting the  
front porch and the floor of Classroom 5 

...to Bob Crispin, Cathy Lindenauer and Bruce Bagge  
for touching up the yellow car stops and striping in the parking lot 

...Bruce & Colleen Bagge for painting the new diamonds  
and waves on the front of the building 

...Nick Mayle, of Florida Tree, for removing the troublesome  
and dead palm tree from the property 

AH, SUMMERTIME! Things are a little more peaceful, and we can take the 

time to savor the events that are offered to us in this wonderful community. 

One of those is visiting the Goff Gallery for our summer show, ARTISTS IN 

ACTION! This group meets at the Visual Arts Center every week to paint 

together. There is no instruction; however, the members help and critique 

each otherõs work when requested. The show runs from June 26 through 

August 7. You wonõt want to miss this one! 

GOFF gallery 

We are fortunate to have wonderful reasonably priced giclées of renown 

artist, Christine Reichow, in our gift shop. There are Florida birds of all kinds. 

Christine cleverly titles each gicl®e with names like òLone Rangeró and 

òMade for Each Other.ó Her floral gicl®es depict native Florida blossoms in 

many intriguing poses. Christine is from Michigan 

and winters in Estero, but her watercolors hang in 

private as well as public collections throughout the 

entire U.S. 

 Stop in to check out Petra Fieldsõ new quilling 

cards and a lovely painting by Brenda Cordis. VAC 

òGift Shopóping is a great way to beat the summer 

heat and humidity. 

VAC gift shop 

2 FREE 

cocktail 

glasses with 

Gift Shop 

purchase this 

summer. While 

supplies last. 

 

The VAC will be 

closed on Friday, 

July 3, in 

observance of the 

4th of July holiday.  



SUMMER ARTS CAMP 2009  is in full 

swing with young artists filling the 
classrooms every Monday, Wednesday 

and Friday from 10amð12noon.  
Pottery and jewelry-making are offered 
to teens age 13-15; children 6-12 years 

of age explore different projects and 
techniques each session. The third  
2-week session begins July 6th and  
the final session starts July 20th.  
Stop in the VAC or call 639-8810  

for more information or to register. 

VAC AWARDS TWO SCHOL ARSHIPS 

     Congratulations to our two 

scholarship winners, Nickaletta 

Jones, from Port Charlotte High 

School, and Charlotte High 

Schoolõs Julie Ann Mason. Each 

were awarded $500 to assist 

with their continuing education 

in pursuit of a degree in the field 

of graphic 

ar ts /des ign. 

We wish them much success in 

their future endeavors.  

Sarah Carr, last yearõs 

scholarship winner from PCHS, 

has finished her first year at 

Savannah College of Art & 

Design and is now interning at 

Harborstyle Magazine. Julie Ann Mason 

Nickaletta Jones 

Class  Specialty Instructor Day Time 

7-405 Silver JewelryñAll Levels Belinda Duclos Tuesday & Thursday 6:30-9:30pm 

Class  Clay Pottery  Instructor Days Time 

7-110 WheelñAll Levels  Jack Vartanian Monday & Wednesday 1-4pm 

7-206 Handbuild Pottery Howard Hartke Tuesday & Thursday 9am-noon 

7-208 WheelñAll Levels Jack Vartanian Tuesday & Thursday 6:30-9:30pm 

REGISTRATION INFORMATION 

Adult Members .....................  $70 (supplies not included)  *Adult Members .....................  $35 (supplies not included)  

Adult Non-members .............  $90 (supplies not included) *Adult Non-members .............  $45 (supplies not included)  

Teens (to 18 yrs) ................... $50 (supplies not included) *Teens (to 18 yrs) ................... $25 (supplies not included)  

Instructorõs permission is required    Instructorõs permission is required 

REGISTRATION INFORMATION for CLAY POTTERY CLASSES (includes 1-25 lb. bag of clay, glaze and firing) 

Pottery Classes for Adult Members .........................  $105  Pottery Classes for Adult Non-members ....................  $125  

Pottery Classes for Teens to 18 yrs (Instructorõs permission is required) ............................................................................... $85  

Register in person or by phone with credit card. Call for details on classes/teachers or visit www.visualartcenter.org.  
NO REFUNDS are given once class has begun. 

Class  Painting & Drawing Instructor Day Time 

7-201 Oil Painting Impressionism Peggy Egli Tuesday* 9am-noon 

7-226 Drawing Bill Gimbel Tuesday* 6:30-9:30pm 

7-303 Painting Studio Bob Cassell Wednesday* 1-4pm 

7-402  Acrylic & Oil Painting Alberto Cruz Tuesday & Thursday 9am-noon 

7-403  Acrylic & Oil Painting Alberto Cruz Tuesday &Thursday 1-4pm 

7-418 Watercolor PaintingñAll Levels Ron Sanders Thursday* 9am-noon 

7-419 Beginning Drawing Ron Sanders Thursday* 1-4pm 

SESSION 7: Art Class Offerings by Subject 
3-week courses begin week of July 20; end week of August 7, 2009 

Class  Art & Technology Instructor Day Time 

7-250 Better Digital Photography in 3 Weeks Chuck Crafton Tuesday* 1-4pm 

7-233 Photoshop ElementsñLevel 1 Norma Bradley Tuesday & Thursday 1-4pm 


