
Four member artists will be showing their work in the 

Goff Gallery in June from May 29 to June 25. Patt Bacon, 

Pat Joiner, Cheryl McClure (a newcomer in the gallery) and 

Alvin Truttling will be exhibiting works in various media. Be 

sure to visit the gallery and see this wonderful show. 

Perhaps you will be motivated to show your work in the 

gallery, too. Just give Goff Gallery Chair Dotty Mattoon a call  

(941-575-8169). Artists are signing up ð ten so far ð for 

the All Abstract Exhibit in January. Donõt be left out é call 

Dotty now to reserve a spot! 

Firecracker Member Exhibit 

June 1 ð July 9 
Receiving: Friday, May 29, 9am-12noon 

Reception: Thursday, June 4, 7pm 

Removal: Friday, July 10, 9am-12noon 

Made by Hand Fine Crafts Exhibit  

June 1 ð July 9 
Receiving: Friday, May 29, 9am-12noon 

Reception: Thursday, June 4, 7pm 

Removal: Friday, July 10, 9am-12noon 
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BOWLES ENDOWMENT TRUST 
Bill and Suzanne Bowles came to Punta Gorda to sail. 

Little did they realize that art and the Visual Arts Center 

would play an increasingly important role in their lives. 

Suzanne joined the VAC and began attending the Thursday 

morning portrait studio, where she honed her skills. With 

encouragement from other artists she entered her portraits 

in various VAC competitions and came to be recognized as 

a talented portrait artist.  

Recognizing that few portrait artists were entering their 

work in competitions, and knowing the contribution the VAC 

had made to their own lives, Bill and Suzanne began 

thinking about what they might do to encourage and reward 

portrait art. They settled on a strategy to encourage, reward 

and educate portrait artists in the area, trying to give back 

to the community some of the enjoyment they had derived 

from participation at the VAC. The strategy evolved into the 

Bowles Endowment for Portrait Art, with the goals of 

providing financial rewards and recognition for excellence 

in portrait art. The mechanism to achieve these goals was a 

modest trust whose earnings would sustain the Trust and 

provide income for rewarding artists and, later as the Trust 

grew, to use these monies to bring in recognized portrait 

artists for instruction at the VAC. 

Since 2004, each exhibit at the VAC has been judged 

separately for portrait excellence and recognition is given 

only when deemed appropriate. During the summer of that 

year the first ribbon and cash award was presented, 

followed by numerous others over the years. In January of 

2008, Doug Flynt taught a portrait workshop, which was 

repeated in November because of its successðboth 

underwritten by the Bowles Endowment.  

Working with the Portrait Society of America, a òMeet & 

Greetó was held at the VAC in October featuring portrait 

demos and the opportunity to interface with portrait artists 

from the State of Florida. Over 50 artists attended, 
continued on inside 



The VAC co-sponsored the highly successful Relatively Redfish Art 

Competition as part of the annual Redfish Cup Tournament and Festival in 

Laishley Park the first weekend in May. Congratulations to the following VAC 

members who were recognized for their outstanding òfishyó entries: Roxie 

Vetter, 1st Place; Susan Shore, 2nd Place and Peopleõs Choice Award; Tom 

Hamilton and Pat Joiner, Honorable Mention. 

And, speaking of Susan Shore, if you ever have an opportunity to visit the 

new Harborside Events Center, look for her ibises flying down the main 

hallway. What a creative and successful artist é and right here in our own 

backyard (and Center!). 

Congratulations to the following 2009 Charlie Award recipients: Patricia 

Presseller, for her Leadership Contribution to the Arts; Connie Swett, for her 

Volunteerism Supporting the Arts; and Liz Hutchinson-Sperry, for her 

Lifetime Contribution to the Arts. The Charlie Awards, sponsored by the Arts 

& Humanities Council of Charlotte County, will be presented at a banquet on 

June 9 at the Cultural Center of Port Charlotte. Call 941-764-8100 for 

tickets or further information.  

The artwork of Vilma Rohena has been selected for a group exhibition at 

the Brevard Art Museum in Melbourne, Florida. The òTake Out Exhibitó will 

be on display May 15-July 12. Using the humble take out container as a 

jumping off point, a wide range of artists were invited to create artwork with 

few limitations. Vilmaõs piece is titled òGarden of Soul.ó  

welcome new 
members 

Marilyn Burroughs, Josephina Espinosa, 

Brian & Kelly Forbes, Pat Mousley,  

Joyce Ritchie, Sandra Rodney 

thanks for 
joining us! 

artist news  

Fatherõs Day is upon us. Some obvious choices are golf related art, fish 

giclées, fish license plates, wine bottle stoppers and hand turned wooden 

pens. Or, just stop in the VAC Gift Shop to refresh yourself with new summer-

time selections of art from teachers Anne McCarty-Sickels and Bill Gimbel. 

Both are well known throughout Southwest Florida for their creativity in oils. 

Martha Aurelio has beautiful new palm pottery pieces for your gift needs. 

Katie Gardenia brought more of her fabulous hand-crocheted cards to join 

our nice collection of artist-created greeting cards. Linda Bauman is back 

with vibrant sunburst stained glass pieces that will surely brighten your win-

dows in the rainy summer afternoons. Popular jewelers Laurie Spivak and 

Barbara Simmons have great new pieces available as well. Come visit and 

see whatõs new! 

VAC gift shop 

 VAC Officers 
   Denise Henry, President 

    Kristine Wishard, Vice President 

    Thalia St. Lewis, Secretary 

    Therese Zeman, Treasurer  

  Patt Bacon, Director  

  Bruce Bagge, Director 

    Bob Crispin, Director 

    Tom Hamilton, Director 

  Howard Hartke, Director 

 VAC Endowment Trust 
    Ingrid Carroll, President 

    Dorothy Strunk, Vice Pres/Secretary 

    Ron Olsen, Treasurer 

    Trustees: 

  Jane Brenner Barbara Burnett 

  Rebecca Durig Guy Emerich 

  Susan Krasny James Lawson 

  Robert Peterson Constance Robison

  Roseann Samson 

 VAC Staff 
  Eileen Banis, Gift Shop Manager 

  Ralph Bliven, Facilities Supervisor 

  Shelley Cunningham, Bookkeeper 

  Debbie Fread, Communications 

  Michele Valencourt, Exec. Director 

Your comments, suggestions, story ideas, 

and news about members are welcomed. 

Please submit articles by the 15th  

of the month to Debbie Fread at: 

VACcommunications@yahoo.com. 

Our  Deepest  Sympathy to  

...the family and friends of  

Bill Kennedy who passed away 

April 26th. Bill was a familiar sight 

at the VAC, attending classes and 

open studio sessions regularly.  

His smile will be missed.  

...to Joanne DeBoer and family  

on the loss of son, Jeff,  

on Motherõs Day. 

òBOWLES ENDOWMENT TRUSTó from page 1 

including the President of the Southwest Florida Pastel Society, the 

President of the Portrait and Figure Painters Society of SW Florida and the 

former President of the Charlotte County Arts Council. At present, an even 

bigger òMeet & Greetó is scheduled for December, 2009 in connection with 

the VACõs Faces and Figures Exhibit, with a major prize to be offered by the 

Bowles Endowment Trust. In addition, the Trust will be sponsoring a $750 

Portrait Award at the National Art Exhibit in 2010. 

Future plans include a National Portrait Show at the VAC, more 

workshops, scholarships to portrait classes, and a Portrait Academy 

presented by a nationally known portrait artist. It is Bill and Suzanneõs hope 

that the Trust will inspire everyone to expand their talents in the portrait field 

and encourage others to set up similar endeavors in other areas of art at the 

Visual Arts Center. 

Thank you to Juanita Pawlisch for the $100 donation to the H.S. 

Scholarship program in memory of her mother, Marian Steiner.  



Class  Clay Pottery  Instructor Day Time 

6-110 WheelñLevel 2  Jack Vartanian Monday 1-4pm 

6-206 WheelñLevel 1 Jack Vartanian Tuesday 9am-noon 

6-208 WheelñMixed Levels Jack Vartanian Tuesday 6:30-9:30pm 

6-308 WheelñMixed Levels Jack Vartanian Wednesday  1-4pm 

6-307 WheelñMixed Levels Howard Hartke Wednesday 6:30-9:30pm 

6-401 Handbuild Pottery & WheelñAll Levels Howard Hartke Thursday 9am-12noon 

6-420 WheelñMixed Levels Jack Vartanian Thursday 6:30-9:30pm 

REGISTRATION INFORMATION 

Adult Members ..................  $70 (supplies not included)      

Adult Non-members ...........  $90 (supplies not included)  

Teens (to 18 yrs) ................. $50 (supplies not included)  

Instructorõs permission is required 

Register in person or by phone with credit card.  

Call for details on classes/teachers or visit our  

website @ www.visualartcenter.org.  

NO REFUNDS are given once class has begun. 

REGISTRATION INFORMATION for CLAY POTTERY CLASSES (includes 1-25 lb. bag of clay, glaze and firing) 

Pottery Classes for Adult Members .......................  $105      

Pottery Classes for Adult Non-members ...............  $125  

Pottery Classes for Teens (to 18 yrs) ....................... $85  

Instructorõs permission is required 

Register in person or by phone with credit card.  

Call for details on classes/teachers or visit our  

website @ www.visualartcenter.org.  

NO REFUNDS are given once class  has begun. 

SESSION 6: Art Class Offerings by Subject 
6-week courses begin week of June 8; end week of July 17, 2009 

Class  Specialty Instructor Day Time 

6-204 Glass Fusing for Jewelry Dianne Brooks Tuesday  1-4pm 

6-207 Advanced Jewelry Dianne Brooks Tuesday  6:30-9:30pm 

6-306 Stained Glass Bob Bayliss Wednesday 6:30-9:30pm 

6-405 Silver JewelryñLevel 1 Belinda Duclos Thursday 6:30-9:30pm 

Class  Painting & Drawing Instructor Day Time 

6-105 Painting Studio Bob Cassell Monday 1-4pm 

6-201 Oil Painting Impressionism Peggy Egli Tuesday 9am-noon 

6-226 Beginning Drawing  Bill Gimbel Tuesday 6:30-9:30pm 

6-303 Painting Studio Bob Cassell Wednesday 1-4pm 

6-402  Acrylic & Oil Painting Alberto Cruz Thursday 9am-noon 

6-403  Acrylic & Oil Painting Alberto Cruz Thursday 1-4pm 

6-418 Watercolor PaintingñAll Levels Ron Sanders Thursday 9am-noon 

6-419 Color Mixing and Matching Ron Sanders Thursday 1-4pm 

Class  Art & Technology Instructor Day Time 

6-233 Photoshop ElementsñLevel 1 Norma Bradley Tuesday 1-4pm 

6-250 Better Digital Photography in Six Weeks Chuck Crafton Tuesday 1-4pm 

6-236 Introduction to Website Design Candee Gulick Tuesday & Thursday 6:30-9:30pm 

Indicates a NEW class! 
Want to know more about new classes?   

Look them up on the website (www.visualartcenter.org) under  

òLearn to Create/Classesó or ask the volunteer at the front desk. 
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Summer Sizzler  
All Member Exhibit 

July 13 ð August 20 

Receiving:  

Friday, July 10, 9am-12noon 

Reception:  

Thursday, July 16, 7pm 

Removal:  

Friday, August 21, 9am-12noon 

Summer Hours 
(10a-2p)  

begin Monday, 
June 1st 

Coming up 
NEXT 

ART CAMP for KIDS ages 6-12 
Paint J Draw J Pottery J Mixed Media 

POTTERY CAMP for TEENS ages 13-15 

JEWELRY-MAKING CAMP for TEENS ages 13-15 

HURRY é Registration has begun and space is limited. 
For class descriptions, dates and cost, call 639-8810 or visit 

www.visualartcenter.org  and look under òLearn to Create/

About Our Classes/Childrenõs Education.ó  

SUMMER ART CAMPS 

ARTISTS IN ACTION  

will now be meeting 

on TUESDAY 

MORNINGS  

for the summer  

No fee,  

no instruction;  

just friendly 

conversation and a 

nice place to paint.  


